
Business Loop Community Improvement District 
Annual Meeting Minutes 
601 Business Loop 70 West #128 
Thursday, January 21, 2021, 8:00 am 
Via Zoom  

Present: 
James Roark-Gruender 
Ryan Euliss 
Michele Batye 
Jeff Spencer 
Karen Geotz 

Sara Huaco 
Linda Schust 
Carrie Gartner  
Rae Adams 

Roark-Gruender opened the meeting and welcomed Sara Huaco from Carlito’s to the board. Spencer 
motioned to approve minutes with an amendment to add Geotz to the list of those present, Schust seconded. 
Motion passed unanimously.  

Euliss and Gartner presented the financials. Legal fees are exceeding the amount dedicated in the fund 
balance, although ability to pay or cash flow is not negatively impacted. Gartner also presented a comparison 
of the Loop CID with other CIDs in Columbia and across the state. While some saw steep drops in revenue, 
ours is holding steady. Statewide comparisons suggest that downtowns and entertainment districts have been 
hardest hit while those located near neighborhoods which provide services to residents are doing better. This 
underscores our goal to continue providing retail and other services for the surrounding neighborhoods and 
encouraging growth that solidifies this connection. Euliss moved to accept the financials, Schust seconded. 
Motion passed unanimously. 

Old Business 
Loop Corridor Plan 
Street Art Program -  
Gartner and Adams gave an update on the Street Art program. The call for artists and graphic designers has 
been publicized and we have a committee to review applicants. Adams has also worked through options for 
the wood structures themselves and will coordinate with the Columbia STEM Alliance to build them. We are 
also asking Loop businesses to be hosts for the artwork. 

Pop-Up Park Wifi - 
Gartner and Roark-Gruender gave a quick overview of the problems associated with providing free wifi to the 
park for local residents and students—mainly prohibitively high costs. We will revisit the project later in the year.  

Small-Scale Manufacturing Plan 
CoMo Cooks Kitchen - 
Gartner presented an overview of Loop CID investment in the kitchen and the support structure surrounding it. 
Direct kitchen support (from the Loop CID budget and including portions of salaries) came to $60,870 and 
general support for the CRE8 Maker City Program (from the Etsy grant) came to $35,228 for a combined total 
of $96,099. The small-scale manufacturing plan is our top economic development project and the kitchen is a 
key catalytic project so this investment is inline with our 5 year plan. Our investment also helped us gain 
partners in our larger Maker City program such as REDI and MACC. 
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Director’s Report 
Gartner gave an update on the CoMo Cooks press outreach, the MACC Lab Makerspace, and the engineering 
work designed to map the ROW and setbacks for the length of the CID. This information will be provided to 
property owners and will be used to begin the discussion of whether an overlay district is needed to 
encourage smart development and other private improvements along the street.  

Public Comment 
No public comment. Roark-Gruender requests we begin now to attract food trucks to the park and the street in 
general. Adams will begin that process.  

Closed Session  
Schust moved to go into closed session pursuant to the provisions of section 610.021, Batye seconded. Motion 
passed unanimously. No votes were taken. Euliss moved to open closed session, Schust seconded. Motion 
passed unanimously.  
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