
Business Loop Community Improvement District 
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
601 Business Loop 70 West #128 
Thursday, May 20, 2021, 8:00 am 

Present: 
James Roark-Gruender 
Ryan Euliss 
Linda Schust 
Karen Geotz 
Michele Batye 

Sara Huaco 
Tasco Tolson 
Rae Adams 
Carrie Gartner  

Roark-Gruender opened the meeting, welcomed new board member Tasca Tolson. Batye moved to accept the 
minutes, Euliss seconded. Motion passed. Euliss and Gartner presented financials. Schust motioned to approve 
financials, Batye seconded. Motion passed. 

Old Business  
Loop Corridor Plan 
Euliss and Gartner gave an update on funding for Phase 1 of the Loop Corridor Plan. Senator Rowden helped us 
secure $700,000 of American Rescue Act funding and City Manager Glascock committed funds for utility 
undergrounding from Providence to College in the city’s FY2022 Budget. Gartner is still exploring other funding 
options for median reconstruction and landscaping.  

FY 2022 Budget Discussions 
Gartner gave an overview of the draft budget, based on board input from the last meeting and the need to dedicate 
significant funding to infrastructure and engineering for Phase 1, given MODOT’s resurfacing schedule. The board 
discussed options for holiday decorating. The overall consensus was that the priority should be the Corridor Plan, 
although Roark-Gruender tasked a group to brainstorm some holiday activities. Roark-Gruender also reminded the 
board that the transfer of the Mosers property to the Food Bank will cause a small drop in revenues to watch. Euliss 
recommended across the board increases in salaries, details and amounts to be determined after staff reviews. Roark-
Gruender recommended 5%. 

Director’s Report 
CoMo Cooks Shared Kitchen  
We’ve hired Kymberlee Matney as our new kitchen manager. We are receiving a lot of positive press and increasing the 
number of clients as a result. Gartner is continuing to work with REDI on a permanent location. The board offered some 
funding ideas and recommended designating some of the fund balance for the kitchen development. 
Street Art Update 
Gartner and Adams gave an update on the Street Art project. The constant rain has prevented them from installing the 
projects but the art itself is all completed.  
Photo/Video Update 
Adams has been working through the shooting schedule. We should have a collection of photos soon and it will take 
longer for the video and video editing.  
National Press 
We’ve received some national press on our Maker City project, including the shared kitchen, in Bloomberg News and 
Next City. They were very positive stories about our efforts. 

Public Comment 
There was no public comment.
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Business Loop Community Improvement District 
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
601 Business Loop 70 West #128 
Tuesday, June 1, 2021, 8:00 am 
via Zoom 

Present: 
James Roark-Gruender 
Ryan Euliss 
Linda Schust 
Karen Geotz 
Michele Batye 

Sara Huaco 
Carrie Gartner  

Roark-Gruender opened the meeting, and motioned to go into closed session pursuant to the provisions of Section 
610.021. Batye seconded. Motion passed.  

Roark-Gruender and Euliss informed the board that Jennifer Henderson via her attorney Phebe LaMar, has accepted 
our settlement offer of $25,000, a significant drop from her past demand of $2.6 million.  

The Business Loop CID stands by all their actions and does not admit any wrongdoing, and the lawsuit will be 
voluntarily dismissed with prejudice. As part of the agreement, Henderson will release all parties from any future 
actions and we will forgo our claims of abuse of process and malicious prosecution against both Henderson and 
Richard Reuben. 

Roark-Gruender and Euliss explained that some details are still being negotiated, particularly given that Richard 
Reuben appears to no longer be representing Henderson and has retained his own attorney. However, Roark-
Gruender and Euliss made it clear that this general outline for the agreement, including the settlement amount, will 
stand. 

Board members expressed their support of this settlement, as it would now free us up to focus on key Loop projects 
such as the first phase of our Corridor Plan, by allowing us to invest money in the street, rather than attorney fees. 

Roark-Gruender and Euliss will inform the other former board members listed in the suit, although they expect full 
agreement on their part. 

Geotz motioned to direct Euliss and Roark-Gruender to sign a settlement agreement that reflects the outline given 
above. Schust seconded. Roark-Gruender called for a voice vote and it was unanimous.  

Meeting was reopened and adjourned.  
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