
Business Loop Community Improvement District 
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
601 Business Loop 70 West #128 via Zoom 
Thursday, July 15, 2021, 8:00 am 

Present: 
James Roark-Gruender 
Linda Schust 
Karen Geotz 
Michele Batye 

Tasca Tolson 
Sara Huaco 
Rae Adams 
Carrie Gartner  

Roark-Gruender opened the meeting. Batye moved to accept the minute, Tolson seconded. Motion passed. Gartner 
presented financials. Schust motioned to approve financials, Tolson seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

Old Business  
MODOT Working Group 
Gartner and Roark-Gruender gave an overview of the MODOT working group and the safety study MODOT is 
requesting for lane width reduction to add better bike lanes and to install a pedestrian-activated crosswalk at Seventh, 
near Hickman. Gartner will ensure the safety study to be conducted by CBB meets MODOT’s needs and move forward 
with that element of the plan. Roark-Gruender and Euliss are working with ES&S on proposed engineering costs and 
cost-saving measures. Tolson volunteered as a third member of the working group. 

Director’s Report 
CoMo Cooks Grand Opening and REDI Quarterly Meeting 
The grand opening of the kitchen was a great success and a good opportunity for REDI investors and others to tour the 
kitchen and meet our clients. Big thanks to Matney and Adams for their help with this huge event.  

Kitchen Update 
Matney gave an update on the kitchen and our clients. We now have 10 clients ranging from food trucks to caterers to 
bakers and chocolatiers. We have referred others to business coaching to get them ready for the kitchen. The majority 
of clients are women and we also have a good portion of minority chefs as well so we are meeting one of our main 
goals. Note: we are reinstituting COVID protocols in the kitchen.  

Storm Clean Up 
Gartner reported that the storm clean up is largely complete. The communal construction dumpster was helpful to 
businesses on the east end that would hit hard by the wind. Adams worked with Chris Foss, one of our artists but also a 
handyman, on fixing the handful of art boards that were hit and on securing the sun shades at the park. 

Corridor Plan Update 
Gartner gave up update on funding for the Corridor Plan. The governor vetoed $700,000 in ARA funding the 
legislature set aside for us and we are currently working on getting assistance during veto session. Gartner has reached 
out to MODOT and will be applying for their Cost-Share program and their low interest loan program. 
Undergrounding of the east side of the Business Loop will be included in the city’s Water and Light budget. 

Event Update 
Adams gave a rundown of events at the park, noting that she is keeping them small and that our masking and social 
distancing signs are still posted.  

Public Comment There was no public comment.
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