
Business Loop Community Improvement District 
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
14 Business Loop 70 E, Columbia MO 
Thursday, July 21, 2022, 8:30 am 

Present: 
James Roark-Gruender  
Ryan Euliss 
Michele Batye 
Jay Rader  

Karen Geotz  
Linda Schust 
Carrie Gartner 
Jamie Davis 

Roark-Gruender opened the meeting. Schust moved to accept the minutes, Rader seconded. Motion passed. 
Financials are not ready due to the holiday so will be presented next month. 

Old Business 
Construction Update 
Roark-Gruender presented the construction update, including anticipated costs.  

MODOT Priority Projects 
Gartner presented an overview of the range of proposals presented by MODOT for the stretch of I-70 from Midway to 
the 63 interchange as a prelude to board discussion. The prime focus was on elements that directly impacted the CID, 
including access to Business Loop and pedestrian safety, although all proposals were reviewed. Concerns were raised 
about the proposed slip lane at the West Blvd. traffic circle and the negative impact on pedestrian safety. Concerns 
were also raised about the proposal to modify/join the Rangeline and Providence access points via a new outer road, 
with the focus on preserving access via Rangeline. Support was offered for the new Parker access point, and the 
required outer road. Board expressed a desire for a long term solution to the I70-63 interchange as opposed to minor 
modifications. (Full board recommendations attached).  

Director’s Report 
• Update on PR outreach and various press articles 
• Review of the first harvest production session at the kitchen 
• Meeting with the MO Restaurant Associations 
• Reminder of the August Annual Meeting and assessment rate vote. 

Public Comment  
No public comment. 
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General comments: 

1) Easy access to and from the Business Loop should be maintained, especially for Rangeline 
which serves as a gateway into Columbia and a connector for The Loop, Columbia College, 
and downtown. 

2) A holistic approach to managing traffic should be taken, including strengthening existing 
routes so that drivers have multiple options to reaching their destination.  

3) Long-term solutions should be prioritized over short-term fixes. 

4) We recognize the need for outer roads on the periphery of the project area for emergency 
access and other needs. Specifically, the outer roads proposed for the west section. We 
question the need for outer roads in the Providence/Rangeline area for this use given that 
Vandiver and Business Loop provide adequate overflow options. 

5) Pedestrian safety and access should be integral to any solution. 

Recommendations (in no particular order): 

1) Slip ramp at the traffic circle at West and Business Loop would present an increased danger 
to pedestrians at an intersection flagged by the Community Advisory Group as dangerous 
to pedestrians and those with disabilities. Until the surrounding area has safe and 
accessible options for pedestrians, we oppose these changes. 

2) We would support the addition of the Parker extension and off/on ramp for I-70 (via the 
outer road), provided it is decoupled from the dual outer road proposals between 
Providence and Rangeline.  

3) We do not support the addition of the north and south outer roads between Providence 
and Rangeline, nor the proposal to limit immediate access from I-70 to Rangeline (or vice 
versa). We don’t believe that drivers should be redirected to the signal at Providence.  

4) We will continue to review the proposals for the I-70/63 connector but again, we support 
long-term solutions here as well as strengthening other existing alternatives in order to 
relieve traffic along I-70. We would support an option that required removal of the left 
offramp from I-70, especially if the Parker addition was an option. 

5) St. Charles/Lake of the Woods interchange should be improved and coupled with a plan to 
complete the extension of Stadium Blvd from its existing terminus at Hwy 63 to the 
improved St. Charles/Lake of the Woods interchange. This alternative provides the most 
effective way to relieve traffic at the I70/Hwy 63 intersection.

Bus Lop CID Comments


